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Painstaking detective work has unmasked Cleitarchus as the perpetrator of the most 
influential account of Alexander the Great by reconstructing his version of the king’s 
campaigns in India. The new research shows that Cleitarchus penned his historical 
masterpiece in Alexandria around 280BC, nearly half a century after Alexander’s death. 
It reveals for the first time that Cleitarchus wrote one book for each year of Alexander’s 
reign, that he had a pile of memoirs of Alexander’s friends and officers before him as 
he worked and that he was influenced by the cynical philosophers to find wry and 
ironical angles on the monumental deeds of the king. In its scope and depth the new 
research amounts to an archaeology of the mind of Cleitarchus. 
 
The new investigation also shows that a tenth century manuscript destroyed in an Allied 
bombing raid on Nazi Germany in 1944 held the key to many of Cleitarchus’ secrets. 
Fortunately, several transcriptions were made before its incineration, for it has proved 
instrumental in providing evidence for the reconstruction. 
 
As Easter approaches, it is especially interesting that Cleitarchus may have provided some of 
the earliest mentions of the use of crucifixion as a means of capital punishment. For example, 
he appears to have recorded that Alexander crucified an Indian king named Musicanus after 
he had first accepted and afterwards revolted against Alexander’s rule in 325BC. 
 
A full account of the new research and a complete reconstruction of Cleitarchus’ account of 
Alexander’s three years in India are given in a new book entitled Alexander the Great in 
India: A Reconstruction of Cleitarchus by Andrew Chugg. See also Andrew Chugg’s 
website at www.alexanderstomb.com with further details of the new book plus a sample 
chapter containing the reconstruction of the third year of the Indian campaign. 
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Cover image of the new book with a reconstruction of the “Porus Decadrachm” coin minted by 
Alexander to celebrate his victory over Porus in India (no surviving example retains all the 
depicted original details due to varying patterns of wear) 
 
 


